Table 1. Baseline clinical characteristics of patients with MG and healthy controls (mOX40/mOX40L)
	Characteristic of the
subject population
	MG
	HC
	Statistic of the test
	P value

	No. of cases
	90
	36
	
	

	Age
	46.50 (34.00, 59.00)
	47.00 (31.75, 58.75)
	-0.646
	0.519

	Female, n (%)
	56 (62.2%)
	20 (55.6%)
	0.477
	0.490

	Disease duration (months)
	12.50 (4.00, 41.00)
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.

	Onset age, n (%)
	
	
	
	

	<40 years
	35 (38.9%)
	15 (41.7%)
	0.083
	0.773

	≥40 years
	55 (61.1%)
	21 (58.3%)
	
	

	Type
	
	
	
	

	OMG
	48 (53.3%)
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.

	GMG
	42 (46.7%)
	n.a.
	
	

	Thymoma or thymic hyperplasia, n (%)
	
	
	
	

	Without
	67 (74.4%)
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.

	With
	23 (25.6%)
	n.a.
	
	

	AchR-Ab
	
	
	
	

	Positive, n (%)
	69 (76.7%)
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.

	Negative, n (%)
	21 (23.3%)
	n.a.
	
	

	QMGs
	[bookmark: _Hlk79137000]8 (6, 12)
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.










Table 2. OX40 and OX40L expression on leukocyte subsets in the MG subgroups
	Group
	OX40 on
CD4+ cells (%)
	Z Value
	P Value
	OX40L on CD19+ cells (%)
	Z Value
	P Value
	OX40L on CD14+ cells (%)
	Z Value
	P Value

	Sex
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male (n=34)
	5.93
(3.65, 12.00)
	-0.362
	0.717
	73.15
(63.20, 80.80)
	-1.943
	0.052
	88.50
(77.60, 90.20)
	-0.824
	0.410

	Female (n=56)
	7.23
(4.12, 10.40)
	
	
	67.20
(61.35, 75.70)
	
	
	82.25
(77.60, 89.15)
	
	

	Onset age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	<40 years (n=35)
	7.47
(4.33, 13.00)
	-1.097
	0.273
	69.40
(62.10, 77.85)
	-0.377
	0.706
	84.90
(78.10, 90.00)
	-0.571
	0.568

	≥40 years (n=55)
	6.20
(4.12, 9.90)
	
	0.717
	68.00
(61.85, 77.00)
	
	
	83.00
(77.60, 89.65)
	
	

	Clinical Type
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	OMG (n=48)
	6.06
(3.35, 9.70)
	-2.180
	0.029
	69.10
(61.20, 77.20)
	-0.109
	0.913
	80.70
(73.55, 89.65)
	-2.229
	0.026

	GMG (n=52)
	7.49
(4.70, 15.00)
	
	
	68.00
(61.70, 78.30)
	
	
	87.75
(80.30, 92.00)
	
	

	AchR-Ab
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Positive (n=69)
	6.89
(4.50, 11.50)
	-0.720
	0.471
	68.20
(61.70, 77.60)
	-0.405
	0.685
	83.00
(77.60, 90.20)
	-0.983
	0.326

	Negative (n=21)
	7.17
(3.51, 9.73)
	
	
	68.00
(63.00, 73.10)
	
	
	85.10
(78.10, 89.40)
	
	

	Thymoma or thymic hyperplasia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Without (n=67)
	6.20
(3.59, 9.90)
	-2.132
	0.033
	68.00
(61.85, 78.15)
	-0.421
	0.674
	83.00
(78.45, 90.00)
	-0.564
	0.572

	With (n=23)
	7.37
(4.66, 15.60)
	
	
	68.80
(60.15, 75.90)
	
	
	84.90
(72.45, 89.50)
	
	







Table 3. Plasma levels of soluble OX40 and OX40L in the MG subgroups
	Group
	sOX40 (pg/ml)
	t Value
	P Value
	sOX40L (ng/ml)
	t Value
	P Value

	Sex
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male (n=33)
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]132.46±65.27
	-1.696
	0.094
	12.00±4.39
	0.386
	0.700

	Female (n=45)
	154.62±50.12
	
	
	11.60±4.72
	
	

	Onset age
	
	
	
	
	
	

	<40 years (n=32)
	136.86±54.42
	-1.072
	0.287
	12.50±4.95
	1.180
	0.242

	≥40 years (n=46)
	151.07±59.74
	
	
	11.26±4.25
	
	

	Clinical Type
	
	
	
	
	
	

	OMG (n=34)
	126.97±43.32
	-2.669
	0.009
	11.54±5.08
	-0.383
	0.703

	GMG (n=44)
	159.36±63.64
	
	
	11.94±4.16
	
	

	AchR-Ab
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Positive (n=74)
	147.28±58.03
	1.349
	0.181
	11.60±4.48
	-1.393
	0.168

	Negative (n=4)
	107.55±38.11
	
	
	14.845.73
	
	

	Thymoma or thymic hyperplasia
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Without (n=50)
	145.30±57.55
	0.012
	0.991
	12.04±4.64
	0.700
	0.486

	With (n=28)
	145.14±58.97
	
	
	11.28±4.45
	
	






Table 4. Correlation between clinical parameters and membrane and soluble OX40/OX40L levels in patients with MG
	
	
	OX40 on CD4+ cells (%)
	OX40L on CD19+ cells (%)
	OX40L on CD14+ cells (%)
	sOX40
(pg/ml)
	sOX40L
(ng/ml)

	Age (years)
	r
	-0.068
	-0.074
	-0.047
	0.008
	-0.204

	
	P
	0.524
	0.487
	0.658
	0.945
	0.073

	
	n
	90
	90
	90
	78
	78

	QMGs
	r
	0.251
	-0.076
	0.126
	0.326
	0.066

	
	P
	0.017
	0.474
	0.237
	0.004
	0.566

	
	n
	90
	90
	90
	78
	78

	AchR-Ab (nmol/L)
	r
	0.237
	-0.046
	0.068
	0.164
	0.060

	
	P
	0.025
	0.670
	0.522
	0.151
	0.604

	
	n
	90
	90
	90
	78
	78

	Disease duration (months) 
	r
	0.015
	-0.152
	-0.155
	0.433
	-0.338

	
	P
	0.891
	0.154
	0.144
	0.000
	0.002

	
	n
	90
	90
	90
	78
	78




