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Identification of new studies via databases and registers

Records identified from:
Databases (n = 2,216)

Registers (n = 0)

Records removed before screening:
Duplicate records (n = 644)

Records marked as ineligible by automation
tools (n = 0)

Records removed for other reasons (n = 0)

Records screened
(n = 1,572)

Records excluded
(n = 1,457)

Reports sought for retrieval
(n = 122)

Reports not retrieved
(n = 7)

Reports assessed for eligibility
(n = 115)

Reports excluded:
Not original study (n = 4)

Dissertation (n = 2)
Duplicated article (n = 4)

Study population with specific
disease (n = 4)

Poster abstract (n = 14)
Review (n = 7)

The exposure is neither early-term
birth nor LGA (n = 2)

The outcome is neither cognitive
development nor school performance (n = 1)

Data is inappropriate for
extraction (n = 13)

New studies included in review
(n = 68)

Reports of new included studies
(n = 0)

Identification of new studies via other methods

Records identified from:
Websites (n = 0)

Organisations (n = 0)
Citation searching (n = 20)

Reports sought for retrieval
(n = 20)

Reports not retrieved
(n = 15)

Reports assessed for eligibility
(n = 5)

Reports excluded:
Data is inappropriate for

extraction (n = 1)


